This special report details the World Marrow Donor Association's recommended procedures regarding the international search for an unrelated donor for hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. The responsibilities of the national hubs, transplant center and donor registry staff are outlined for all actions associated with the preliminary search, formal search, donor confirmatory typing and final donor selection.
Since its inception, the World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA) has worked to establish internationally acceptable recommendations, standards and procedures in the search for matched unrelated hematopoietic stem cell donors on behalf of patients in need of transplantation. With a membership representative of all fields associated with hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, the WMDA endeavors to develop recommendations using the wealth of experience and perspective of its membership. Two of the WMDA's working groups, Donor Registries and Quality Assurance, collaborated in the development of this article. This paper presents procedures and recommendations of the WMDA regarding the international search for an unrelated donor for hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, from preliminary search through formal search and final donor selection. Procedures for the identification of potential matched national donors, testing of said potential matches and final donor selection should be dictated by that country's national hub policies. This paper details the recommended procedures to perform an international search for a matched unrelated stem cell donor as well as the procedures to request additional compatibility testing of potential donors to facilitate final donor selection. It covers the time period from patient diagnosis to selection of the definitive donor. It outlines the responsibilities of the parties involved -requesting hub, receiving hub, transplant physician and donor center. These recommendations address the procedures to identify a suitable volunteer donor in one country for a patient in another country in need of allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, and the necessity of timely and cost-effective processing.
Definitions
For the purpose of this document, the following definitions are to be used. Additional definitions of these and other terms may be obtained within Special report: bone marrow transplants using volunteer donors -recommendations and requirements for a standardized practice throughout the world -1994 update. High-resolution DNA analysis of HLA loci (A, B, C, DRB1/3/4/5, DQB1, DPB1) may be requested of donors who have been identified as a potential match for the patient. This testing shall be coordinated through a laboratory selected by the donor center/receiving hub. The donor center should be notified within 30 days of providing test results whether additional testing will be requested or if the donor may be released back to the general donor panel. 4.1.5
CT samples may be requested of donors who have been identified as a potential match for a patient. This testing is performed in a laboratory selected by the transplant center. CT samples from donors with known mismatches may only be requested if both the transplant center and receiving hub protocol will ultimately allow this donor to be used for transplant. 4.1.6
Requesting hubs should ensure that requests for CT samples are submitted by transplant centers meeting the recommendations for transplant centers published by the WMDA in Special report: bone marrow transplants using volunteer donorsrecommendations and requirements for a standardized practice throughout the world -1994 update. 1 In the event that a test request is submitted by a physician at a transplant center that does not currently meet the recommended criteria of the WMDA, the requesting hub may ask for a review by the receiving hub's relevant committee to seek approval for the transplant center to request the donor(s) for additional testing/collection. Every effort shall be made by the donor center to process test requests in a timely manner. The following time frames for donor typing are recommended. It should be the goal of each hub to adjust procedures accordingly to allow testing to be completed within these recommended time frames:
4.2.4
In the event that testing cannot be completed in the recommended time frame, the receiving hub should determine the reason for delay and inform the requesting hub.
4.2.5
The receiving hub should not automatically cancel outstanding requests at the end of the recommended time limitation without notice from the requesting hub to do so. The receiving hub may only cancel the test request on the advice of the requesting hub. In the event that the requesting hub does request the cancellation of the test request and the donor has yet to be located, the receiving hub should remove the donor from the Upon receipt of test results from the requesting hub, the transplant physician will review the results to determine if additional testing is required. If the donor is no longer considered a potential match for the patient, the physician should notify the requesting hub to relay that information to the receiving hub so that the donor may be released to the general donor panel.
4.2.8
The results of confirmatory typing performed by the transplant center should be reported to the requesting hub for distribution to the receiving hub that provided the donor sample. The physician/transplant center coordinator should also indicate, within 30 days of completed testing, if the donor should be released to the general donor panel or continue to be reserved for the patient.
4.2.9
Payment for all costs associated with test requests submitted by a requesting hub should be processed in accordance with guidelines detailed in Recommendations for administrative procedures and financial arrangements in international searches for matched unrelated donors of bone marrow or peripheral blood stem cells. Once the most appropriate donor has been selected for hematopoietic stem cell donation, the request for the stem cell collection of the donor should be processed in accordance with those recommendations detailed in Donor work-up and transport of bone marrow -recommendations and requirements for a standardized practice throughout the world for the Donor Registries and Quality Assurance Working Groups of the World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA). The search for an unrelated donor may only be cancelled at the request of the patient's physician.
5.0.2
The following information should be collected by the requesting hub, in writing, when the patient's physician indicates that the search should be cancelled: 
